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     1  Best provides an interesting distinction with respect to firms and learning: "learning suggests that a 
distinction be made between information, a core concept for the conventional theory of the firm, and 
knowledge and its refinement.  Creating production knowledge by problem-solving involves more than the 
flow of information: information is already existing; problem-solving is the creation of knowledge.  The latter 
is the secret weapon of the entrepreneurial firm" [Best 1991, p. 38]. !
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4) Global Architectures and Local Ecologies  
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!
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*%)%&/0(%!)-%!6+8$)0+(!8-+08%!+7!:+&\%&'4!&$)-%&!)-$(!8+/#$(0%'R!?38-!$!')&$)%>I!0'!
%L3$66I!$A+3)!8&%$)0(>!$!10A&$()!'%))0(>!)+!A+)-!$))&$8)!')3*%()'!)+!6+8$6!0(')0)3)0+('!$(*!
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!
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)$6%()! $(*! &%'%$&8-! &%'+3&8%'! &%L30&%'! $! 8+66%8)01%! ')&$)%>I! $0/%*! 6%''! $)! #&+/+)0(>! $! 6+8$6%k'!
')&%(>)-'! 0()%&($)0+($66I! $(*!/+&%! $)! (3&)3&0(>! )-%/! 0(!+&*%&! )+! $))&$8)! 0()%&%')! $8&+''!A+)-! $(!
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!
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!
Ottawa as a case study: 
!
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!
! FE –  Nortel *, JDS Uniphase **, Cisco, Nokia, Alcatel 
 
 EE -   Mitel, Tundra, Corel, Mosaid, Cadence  
  
 SMEs -  Over 1000 such companies in the Ottawa area !
!
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+(!)-%!@))$:$!6+8$6%!7+&!'38-!$!&%$60V$)0+(!)+!)$\%!#6$8%R!,-%'%!8+/#$(0%'!$&%!'-$#%*!AI!A+)-!$!
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(+)!$(!+#)0+(!U!$(*! 0)!:+36*!A%! 0/#+''0A6%! 7+&!'38-!8+/#$(0%'! )+! &%8&%$)%! )-%!*%>&%%!+7! 6+8$6!
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8+('%L3%(8%!+7!)-0'!)&$('$8)0+(!7+&!+)-%&!70&/'!0'!)+!'3>>%')4!%1%(!0/#6080)6I4!)-%!+##+&)3(0)I!7+&!
e')&0\0(>!0)!&08-f!L308\6ICC0(!+)-%&!:+&*'4!)-%!/$&\%)!6+>08!+7!$8L30'0)0+('!$(*!0(0)0$6!#3A608!+77%&0(>'!
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%1%(! $)! $! )0/%!:-%(! &%8%()!/$&\%)! 0(')$A060)I! *%/+(')&$)%'! )-$)! $! 73(*$/%()$6! A3'0(%''! 6+>08!
&%/$0('!8&380$6!)+!'3&101$6R!
!
,-0'!6+>08!0'!#&0/$&06I!$A+3)!')$\%-+6*0(>!U!$(*!$(I!0()%&#&%)$)0+(!+7!)-%!(%:!%8+(+/I!)$\%(!)+!
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'388%''736!%8+(+/08!860/$)%!$))&$8)0(>!$!>&+:0(>!'%>/%()!+7!1%()3&%!8$#0)$6!$(*!0(:$&*!$8L30'0)0+(C
&++)%*! 0(1%')/%()4! '+80$6! 8$#0)$6! A%8+/%'! $!/+&%! 8&380$6! 0(>&%*0%()! 7+&!/+')! ?;a'R! ,-3'! $(!
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!
!!!!
7. Conclusion 
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